Application No. 10/668,351 



Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (currently amended) A stick shift handle assembly comprising: 
a stick shift handle; 

an actuator for releasing said stick shift handle fef to allow movement of the stick 
shift handle, the actuator having a first planar area b e tw ee n a p l urality of g e ar posit i ons ; 
a housing for said actuator; a&4 

a sleeve disposed between said actuator and said housing , the sleeve having a 
second planar area, wherein said sleeve and said housing comprise different materials; 
and has a f i rst co e ff i c ie nt of fr i ct i on l ow e r than a s e cond co e ff i c ie nt of fr i ction of sa i d 
hous i ng. 

a lubricant disposed between said first planar area and said second planar area 
with the first planar area able to slide on the second planar area. 

2. (canceled) 

3. (canceled) 

4. (original) The stick shift handle assembly of Claim 1 wherein said sleeve has 
a first cross-section of a first shape to match a second shape of a second cross-section 
of said housing, said first shape matching said second shape to prevent movement of 
said sleeve within said housing. 
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5. (original) The stick shift handle assembly of Claim 1 including a shift lock 
mechanism in communication with said actuator, said shift lock mechanism preventing 
movement of said stick shift handle between the plurality of gear positions 

6. (original) The stick shift handle assembly of Claim 5 including a motion- 
transmitting member disposed between said actuator and said shift lock mechanism. 

7. (original) The stick shift handle assembly of Claim 1 including a button in 
contact with said actuator. 

8. (original) The stick shift handle assembly of Claim 7 wherein said button 
comprises a first sloped surface in contact with a second sloped surface on said 
actuator. 

9.-13 (canceled) 
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14. (currently amended) A stick shift handle assembly comprising: 
a stick shift handle; 

an actuator for releasing movement of said stick shift handle, said actuator 
having a first planar area; 

a housing for said actuator; and 

a sleeve having a second planar area in contact with said first planar area, said 
sleeve disposed between said actuator and said housing wherein said sleeve has a first 
co e ff i c ie nt of frict i on l ow e r than a s e cond co e ff i c ie nt of frict i on of and said housing 
comprise different materials and wherein said sleeve has a first cross-section of a first 
shape to match a second shape of a second cross-section of said housing, said first 
shape matching said second shape to prevent movement of said sleeve within said 
housing[[.]] ; and 

a button having a first sloped surface in contact with a second sloped surface on 
said actuator. 

15. (currently amended) The stick shift handle assembly of Claim 14 including a 
shift lock mechanism in communication with said actuator, said shift lock mechanism for 
preventing movement of the stick shift handle, between a p l ura li ty of g e ar posit i ons 

16. (original) The stick shift handle assembly of Claim 14 including a motion- 
transmitting member disposed between said actuator and said shift lock mechanism. 

17. (canceled) 
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